
Cassia County Board of Commissioners

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, lune24,2O24

Cassia County Courthouse . Commission Chombers
7459 Overland Ave . Room 205 . Burley lD 83378

9:00 AM
The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met today at the place and time as posted by agenda

pursuant to ldaho Code 5 74-204 for Open Meetings Law.

ACTION AGENDA ITEMS

1) 9:04 AM Call to order
2) Pledge of Allegiance and prayer
3) 9:05 AM Roll call
Roll Call.
Present: Leonard M. Beck - Chair, Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Cally Velasquez - Deputy Clerk
(Not voting).

4) 9:06 AM Calendar, meetings, committee reports, and correspondence were reviewed
5) 9:11 AM Approve payables for 5/24/2024

9:11 AM Motion and Action: Approve payables as presented on 6/24/2024 in the a mount of 5739,555.69,
Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

6) 9:12 AM Approve min utes from 6/17 /2Q24 Regula r and Special Meetings

9:13 AM Motion and Action: Approve minutes lrom 6/17 /2024 Regular meeting as presented, Moved by Kent
R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

9:13 AM Motion and Action: Approve minutes frcm 6/17/2024 Special meeting as presented, Moved by Kent R.

Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

7) 9:14 AM Approval of synopsis for May 2024

9:14 AM Motion and Action: Approve synopsis for May 2023 as presented, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member,
Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

8) 9:18 AM Review and approval ofAlcohol License applications for which there isa transcribable verbatim
record of the proceedings as required by ldaho Code 5 23-1015.
a) La Hacienda Mexican Food - Burley Liquor, draft, bottled/canned beer ON and OFF premises, wine by

drink and retail wine
b) Stokes Fresh Food Market - Bottled/canned beer OFF premises, retail wine
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9:21AM Motion and Action: Approve the Alcohol License applications as presented, Moved by Bob Kunau -
Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

9) 9:23 AM Personnel Matters - Change of Status Requests
a) Mini-Cassia Criminal Justice Center - Jireh Seamons - Uncertified Detention Deputy - new hire
b) Public Defender - Matthew Keen - Chief Deputy Public Defender - new hire

9:24 AM Motion and Action: Approve Change of Status Requests as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle -
Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

c) 3:41 PM Revisited for additional change of status request and modification of earlier approved change
of status request.

d) Clerk Office - Jaci Lozano - Deputy Court Clerk - voluntary resignation
e) Public Defender - Matthew F. Keen - Chief Deputy Public Defender - new hire

3:44 PM Motion and Action: Approve the two presented Changes of Status, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member,
Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion withdrawn.

3:45 PM Motion and Action: Withdraw previously approved Change of Status for Matthew F. Keen for the public
Defende/s Office, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed
unanimously.

3:46 PM, Motion and Action: Approve the two Changes of Status for Matthew F. Keen and Jaci Lozano as
presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously

10) 1:00 PM Executive Sessions

1:01 PM Motion and Action: Enter Executive Session pursuant to ldaho Code 5 74-206 (1) (b)to consider
personnel issues, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous rollcallvote (summary: Yes = 3).

Yes: Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Leonard M. Beck - Chair.

1:23 PM Upon exit of Executive Session, the board took the matter under advisement.

3:23 PM Chair Beck requested an executive session

3:23 PM Motion and Action: Enter Executive Session pursuant to ldaho Code S 74-2OG (1)(b)to consider
personnel issues, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous rollcallvote (summary: Yes = 3).
Yes: Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Leonard M. Beck - Chair.

11) 9:25 AM Sign US Forest Service Modification to Agreement with Law Enforcement
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3:41 PM Upon exit of executive session, the board took the matter under advisement.



9:27 AM Motion and Action: Approve signature to the US Forest Service Modification to Agreement with Law

Enforcement, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed

una nimously.

12) 11:11 AM Joint Boards - Consider and approve Jail Visitation/Telephone Contract with Consolidated
Telecomm unications (CTEL) - Lt. Taylor
a) Lt. Taylor briefed the Board on the contract being presented. Both counties'attorneys have reviewed

the contract and had suggested changes to it. Those changes have been included in this final draft.
b) L:23 PM Revisited for joint presentation. The.jail's current inmate telephone system provider contract is

up at the end of September. Lt. Taylor wants to change providers due to poor customer service and poor
maintenance of the system causing it to be down for exceedingly long periods of time.

c) This new contract has the potential to increase revenues to the Counties.
d) This item was not listed on Minidoka County's agenda so they will have to wait to approve it until next

week.

L:32 PM Motion and Action: Approve the Jail Visitation/Telephone Contract with Consolidated
Telecommunications, CTEL, pending approval from Minidoka County, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member,
Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

13) 9:28 AM Approve TNT invoice for electrical work done on elevator upgrade

a) Hernandez presented the invoice. TNT installed proper ventilation, lighting and replaced wiring to bring
the elevator system up to code.

b) lt was discussed that such additional needs were spelled out as exclusions in TK's elevator upgrade

agreement contract. There may be other unseen expenditures as the upgrade progresses.

9:32 AM Motion and Action: Approve the presented invoice for 55,875.50 for TNT Electric, Moved by Bob

Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

14) 11:07 AM Approve Darling Geomatics invoice for professionalservices

Matter Was included in the payables, it was determined that a separate motion was not necessary

15) 11:08 AM Approve transport trailer purchase from Coyote Desert Construction for Road & Bridge

Department

11:09 AM Motion and Action: Approve the purchase of a Lowboy trailer from Coyote Desert Construction for
the Road & Bridge Department for the amount of 513,500.00, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by

Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

SCHEDULED ACTION AGENDA ITEMS

16) 9:34 AM FY2025 Budget Discussion - additional Law Enforcement School Resource Officers request
a) Cpt. Thompson presented his estimated costs for an additional School Resource Officer for FY2025 and

FY2026. He calculated a 16% cost-of-living wage increase for both years. lf the two-year levy does not
pass again for 2027, the additionalofficers can be moved to patrol positions within the Sheriff's Office.
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b) Thompson clarified that School Resource Officers don't act as private security for school campuses but
that they provide counseling, classes, and outreach to the various schools in all of the small towns within
Cassia County. The State is not willinB to provide additional funding to the schools for this service.

c) 3:47 PM Deputy Auditor Whitehead reviewed updated financial paperwork with departmental requests
and Budget Officer recommendations.

d) 3:56 PM Clerk Larsen detailed current understanding among county clerks regarding the disposition of
public defense and its program being assumed by the State. There are still many questions about what
the county's respo nsibilities will be going forward and if the State will have the necessary funds to
implement the shift adequately.

e) The Board approved an additionalemployee position for Misdemeanor Probation and an additional
School Resource Officer position for Law Enforcement. The request for an additional position in the
maintenance department will be evaluated again after the new county building has been completed.
The request for an additional appraiser position was denied until further discussion.

f) 4:25 PM Cost of Living increases were discussed. Such increases being effective due to previous bonuses,
current insurance premium increases, and imminent PERSI increases were also explored.

4:43 PM Motion and Action: Approve a 10% cost-of-living increase for all employees with the exception of
certified Law Enforcement to be 16%, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion died for lack of second.

4:43 PM Motion and Action: Offer a 6% increase in cost-of-living to populace employees and an 8% for Law
Enforcement with all employees assuming a percent of the cost of health insurance, Moved by Leonard M. Beck
- Chair, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion withdrawn to allow for additional discussion regarding PERSI

and insurance premiums.

g) The Auditot's Office was asked to gather more data on insurance premiums and PERSI increases.
h) 4:52 PM Beck asked Cpt. Thompson to discuss employee retention and recent motivations of former

employees to leave county employment within Law Enforcement.
17) 9:48 AM Department Head Reports including budBetary updates

a) 9:48 AM Extension Office - Grace Wittman introduced their new extension coordinator, Brandon
Brackenbury. Wittman also briefed the Board on her office's activities for July.

b) 9:51 AM Assessor Office - Mart Adams reported his budgets were doing well. A new DMV person was
recently hired and seems to be picking up training quickly. He was aware of two Board of Equalization
appeals to present.

c) 9:58 AM Buildings & Grounds - Pete Hernandez reported on his efforts to repair a Sheriff's storage
building from recent storm damage. He also mentioned the elevator upgrade was in its fifth week and
hopefully wrapped up in the next two weeks. Neither he nor Commissioner Kunau have received any
word on the demolition of the lodge building across the street or a new contract for a new county
facility with erstad Architects.

d) 10:01 AM Coroner - Craig Rineha rt reported that the quantity of cases was down but the time and effort
needed in the recent cases is substantially higher. He said there were nine fatalities for June, which is

half of the typical number but he has been spending in excess of 15 to 20 hours on each case.
e) 10:04 AM Law Enforcement - Cpt. Thompson reported that Patrol was down one position and there are

still two open positions at the jail. Summer activities such as the Regatta, the Spudman Triathlon, and
the Fair along with increased potentialfor fires on dry ground is keeping law enforcement busy.
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f) L0:06 AM Misdemeanor Probation - Director Prewitt reported 1,075 active probationers and 601
pretrialcases. Her budgets are doing well. She requested an additional employee position to hand the
ever-increasing work load.

g) 10:08 AM Treasurer - Greener gave her report on the statement of Treasurer's Cash and interest earned
on investments for May. Her departmental budgets are doing well.

h) 10:17 AM Building & Zoning - McMurray reported on recent Planning & zoning hearings, Two CUP

applications were approved and noted some controversy over one of them. For the month of May, his

office issued two Ag Siting permits and 17 building permits. The fees generated were over S18,000.00
with a total valuation of projects of over 52 million.

i\ 70l.22 AM Weed & Pest - Ottley reported on his department's activities. He requested an additional
employee to cover the work needed and said that implementing a drone operation would require more
investment for the county in terms of money and man hours than just hiring an additional position.

j) 10:37 AM lT - Director Burgess reported for the last 30 days his office had 87 new help tickets. His

budgets are doing well and his projects are progressing.

k) 10:39 AM Clerk's Office - Clerk Larsen reported on current operations in his departments.
i) He advised the Board of a rising problem with Access ldaho regarding disputed charges. That credit

card processor no longer investigates charge disputes and a recent case involving Misdemeanor
Probation has brought to light the negative repercussions of it for the county. Director Prewitt and

the Prosecuting Attorney's Office are considering legal options.
ii) The State's audit of the County's recent primary election held in May resulted in a 100% score and

zero problems.
iii) The Recorder's Office is still working on the state-wide pro.iect to remodel the State's Recording

Ha nd book.
iv) The Auditor/s Office is busy with FY2025 budget preparations. Larsen encouraged the Board to make

decisions quickly to give the department time to produce accurate required reports.
18) 10:58 AM Sign Acceptance Form for ldaho Parks & Recreation Grant for Snowmobile Replacement Project

No. MV25-3-16-1 - Law Enforcement
a) The Sheriff's Office was approved for a grant to cover 80% of the costs towards the purchase of two

snowmobiles. The amount awarded is S26,141.00.

11:02 AM Motion and Action: Sign the Acceptance Form for ldaho Parks & Recreation Grant for Snowmobile
Replacement Project No. MV25-3-16-1 for the amount of S26,141.00, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member,
Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

19) 11:03 AM Purchase request of 2 snowmachines for Law Enforcement
a) Young Power Sports provided an est;mate for two snowmobiles for $15,432.56 and S15,355.00. The

total, including fees is 532,038.56.
b) Snowmobile department agreed to contribute 55,000.00 towards the purchase. The Sheriff's Office

stated that they could cover the remaining balance of S897.56.

11:05 AM Motion and Action: Approve the Purchase request of two snowmachines for Law Enforcement from
Young Power Sports for a total of 532,676.50, with funds coming from the Parks and Recreation Grant,
Snowmobile, and the County, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member- Motion
passed unanimously.
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20) 11:19 AM Sign City of Rocks Agreement for Noxious Weed Control with Cassia County - Ottley

L7:22 AM Motion and Action: Sign City of Rocks Agreement for Noxious Weed Control with Cassia County,
Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

12:15 PM Motion and Action: To waive the interest and penalty fees, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion
died for lack of second.

12:15 PM Motion and Action: Deny the request to waive the fees, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member,
Seconded by Leonard M. Beck - Chair. Kunau did not vote. Motion passed.

22) 12:17 PM Reports of USFS and BLM

al l2:L7 PM USFS - Kevin Draper reported on recent activities with US Forest Service lands.
He indicated this season is expected to be busy with many wildfire starts due to dry conditions and
heat. Higher elevations have a decreased risk due to the moisture content still on the ground but
not significant enough to relax vigilance. He thanked BLM personnel for assisting in putting out a

recent fire that spread very quickly.
bl 12:27 PM BLM - Jim Tharpe, acting field manager, reported on activities with BLM lands.

Tharpe reported high numbers of grasshoppers and sage vole in the area that are causing immense
widespread damage to the landscape. The infestations are being treated but he doesn't expect it to
abate much until there is no more vegetation for them to eat. He expected that the predators, such
as snakes and birds, that eat the rodents will have plenty of food supply for the time being.

23\ 12:33 PM Recess for Lunch with Minidoka Commissioners at Cassia County Courthouse
1:00 PM Reconvene
24) 1:33 PM FY2025 Joint Budget Discussions with Minidoka County

a) 1:33 PM Veterans Service Office - Driscoll
i) Driscoll req uested an increase of 4% on wages and petitioned for the second half of money needed

for their scanning project in the amount of 54,500.00. He noted an increase in his travel and
education expenses budget due to inflation in travel costs.

ii) Minidoka Commissioner Schaeffer recommended an addition of S150.00 for meals as part of the
travel costs. This would bring his requested budget total to 562,459.38.
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21) 11:29 AM Consider request for cancellation of interest and penalties accrued on three tax parcels:
RP09S25E327200, RP12S21E183000, and RP09S25E209376
a) Sam Garner represented the property owners of the parcels in question. He explained his request for

cancellation of interest and penalties on the properties. He stated that they were unaware of an
additional assessment of taxes resulting from the erection of a new shop on the property until Treasurer
Greener mentioned it.

b) Treasurer Greener provided statute, l.C. 563-902, which said property owners were still liable to pay
taxes on their properties even if they did not receive a notice.

c) The Board acknowledged the property owners' good faith attempts to pay what was owed and seek
reprieve from the late fees incurred.



iii) Driscoll noted seeing a bigger need for their food pantry for veterans' families but also more
generosity from the community to support those needs.

1:38 PM Motion and Action: Accept the Mini-Cassia Veterans Service Office request with the additlon of
S150.00 to a total of 562,459.38, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member
Motion passed unanimously.

Minidoka County Commissioners motioned for, seconded, and unanimously approved the same.

b) 1:43 PM Misdemeanor Probation - Amber Prewitt
i) Director Prewitt presented her request for an additional full time employee position to handle the

increasing case load of her office. She reviewed numbers from last year and current numbers to
demonstrate the need. She also illustrated the difficulties in hiring qualified people due to strict
POST requirements for all law enforcement personnel.

ii) 5he will need to purchase a vehicle in the near future to accommodate their increased transport
requirement. Judges are increasingly ordering defendants to be transported by Misdemeanor
Probation to treatment facilities rather than family members. She requested 57,000.00 last year for
that purpose and repeated the request for this year. She will work with the sheriff's Office next year

to purchase one from their fleet.
iii) Auditor's Office Director Whitehead reviewed the calculated splits for each county's estimated

respo nsibilities to fund the budget request. The split is 50-50, with each county being responsible to
fund 5358,852.50.

c) 2:58 PM Juvenile Probation - Dixie Tate

i) Tate requested a 5% increase in wages. She reviewed her budget requests, detailing any changes
from the current fiscalyear. Minidoka Clerk Page noted that Tate would not be seeking two grants

that she had applied for in previous years.

ii) This department budget is also split 50-50 but she had not finished calculations on expenses or
revenues to present final budget officer recommendations. Based off of information provided to the
Cassia County Auditor's Office, Whitehead estimated the splits to be 5284,412.36.

d) 2:13 PM Mini-Cassia Criminal Justice Center - Lt. Taylor
i) Taylor presented his department's budget request. He requested a 16% cost of living increase.

ii) lncreases in line items were attributed pointed out due to inflation. He reported on expected
increases to contract services such as medical increasing by 7 .5%, food increasing by 7%, and dental
increasing by 4%.

iii) Taylor reviewed needed repairs and continuing maintenance pro.jects for the facility. He also

requested consideration to purchase and install a large electric kettle for the kitchen estimated to
cost S12,500.00.

iv) Whitehead reviewed the calculated splits for the jail including PERSI increases, capital expenses, and

other benefits. A portion of the jail's budget is split according to population census of detainees

from each county. Whitehead estimated Cassia and Minidoka responsibilities to be S1,814,150.00
and $1,508,783.00, respectively.

e) 3:05 PM luvenile Detention - Trent Bodily

i) Bodily presented his department's budget. He requested a 15% variable merit-based cost-of-living
increase for his staff.

ii) He is also negotiating with the Minidoka Sheriffs Office for a vehicle purchase for transports.
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iii) He reported on the progress of installing a holding cell at the detention facility.
iv) Based on information received, Whitehead estimated Cassia and Minidoka splits to be 5573,039.17

and 5779,776.60 respectively. All of her calculations were documented on spreadsheets provided to
both boards for review and analysis.

f) Minidoka's Commissioners requested one week to consider the budget requests. lt was agreed to meet
again in Cassia County at 8:00 AM ,7lt/2024, to finalize FY2025 joint budgets.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS ACTION AGENDA ITEMS

25) 11:17 AM Discuss Lava Ridge Wind Project Matters
a) 3:18 PM Revisited to ask Minidoka Commissioner Schenk for updates.

26) 11:17 AM Discuss and determine ongoing Gateway and/or Sage Grouse issues

McMurray was requested to reach out to Ms. Darling for a talking points page and to set up a

conversation with legislators regarding the matters.
27) County Fair grandstands construction matters includinB but not limited to payment requests - no discussion.
28) 11:25 AM Proposed County Building discussion

McMurray suggested to focus attention on producing an RFQ for a general contractor as the next step.
29) 11:26 AM Continue plans for summer employee appreciation picnic - food options were discussed.

30) 5:06 PM Continue discussion on implementation of H8608
Beck reported that one of his candidates has accepted and that the other has requested additional time
to consider the req uest.

31) 3:54 PM Consider preferred provider for work-med agreements
It was discussed that the Board is waiting for Bowen lnsurance to provide price sheets for common
procedures to compare rates before deciding on a provider.

32) 5:07 PM Adjourn

5:07 PM Motion and Action: Adjourn, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member
Motion passed una nimously.
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APPROVED:

Leonard M. Beck, Chair

rtr"L

DEPUTY CLERK OF THE BOARD:
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BOTH UNPAID CLAIMS & DEMANDS GENERALGOVERNMENT FUNDS
* UNAPPROVED DEMANDS APPEAR IN ACTUALS AND ALSO AS AN INVOICE .

Fund
GENERAL FUND (CURRENT EXPENSE)
ROAD & BRIDGE
DISTRICT COURT
JUSTICE FUND
M-C IVIISDEMEANOR PROBATION
911 CO[\4MUNICATIONS

SOCIAL SERVICES-ASSISTANCE
CASSIA COUNTY FAIR

REVALUATION
NOXIOUS WEED & PEST
EN/PLOYEE BENEFITS FUND
COURT INTERLOCK FUND

0001

0002
0006
0008
0012
001 3

0016
001 8

0020
0027
0048
0061

5,736,912.00
754,095.00
377,630.00

13,922,579.00
1 ,1 84,800.00

866,250.00
537,550.00
280,380.00
356,180.00
439,385.00

3,873,550.00
5,000.00

3,697,038.17
368,082.12
166,580.58

8,775,679.48
854,441.23
124,862.28
141,627.47
125,234.25
236,739.32
189,206.24

2,748,789.10
2,850.00

72% OF FISCAL YEAR ELAPSED

Budget Actual
Demand/Claims

Amt
_ Budget tr/o Budget
Remaining Remaining

67,447.46
7,391.64
4,381.73

145,209.27
17,717.90

50.00
500.00

1,446.00
6,464.20
4,752.80

483,884.69
310.00

Total Amount Paid 739,555.69

ISSIONER

2,039,873.83
386,012.88
211,049.42

5,146,899.52
330,358.77
741,387.72
395,922.93
155,145.75
119,440.68
250,178.76

1,124,760.90
2,150.00

36%
51%
56%
37%
28o/o

86%
74o/o

55o/o

34%
57%
29%
43o/o

STATE OF IDAHO

CASSIA COUNTY

WE, THE CASSIA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, BEING DULY SWORN DO HEREBY CERTIFYAND DECLARE THAT

WE HAVE REVIEWED THE DEMANDS ENUMERATED AND REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING REGISTER, AND THAT THE SAME ARE

TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE ACCURATE AND ARE JUST CLAIMS AGAINST THE COUNTY, AND THAT THERE ARE FUNDS

AVAILABLE FOR PAYMENT THEREOF IN THE COUNTY

APPROVED FOR DISTRIBUTIONAS OF b

coilnMlssroNER COMMISSIONER

* WARNING: This fund is over budget
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